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 Tel: 0141 641 1677                  office@parkview-pri.s-lanark.sch.uk
Car Parking/ Road Safety 

In the interests of pupil safety, the car park will be closed at entry and dismissal times.  We would also ask that Parents/Carers park safely in the surrounding streets and adhere to the advised 20 mph speed restriction.  Thank you.
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School Calendar
Information regarding the school calendar will be included on all monthly HT Updates and reminders posted on Twitter.
Improvement Plan
This year our school improvement activities will focus on the following areas:
· Raising attainment in Literacy and Numeracy

· Extending our Health & Wellbeing provision

· Developing our approaches to teaching Drama and Dance
· Moderating our approaches to teaching and assessing Writing.
· Raising pupil awareness of the importance of ‘Skills for Work’.
· Continuing our development work from last session on Talking and Listening
In addition, we aim to achieve our Gold School Sports Award and our Green Flag Award from Eco Scotland!  At the end of Term 2, we will publish an interim update on our progress.    A full copy of our plan is available at the school office.
Pupil Absence/Late-coming
If your child is going to be absent, please contact the school before 9am.  We have a designated answering machine for this purpose.  Unexpected absences will be followed up by school staff, in line with SLC policy.  Parents who have to take their child out of school during the day for an appointment, should send in a note in advance and collect their child from the School Office.   

We are actively promoting the benefits of arriving at school on time and are now tracking punctuality rates across the school.  We greatly appreciate parental cooperation in this matter.

 Mr. Mc Kissock will be contacting parents/carers of children whose absence or late-coming so far this session is causing concern, in order to discuss the impact of this and to offer support where required.
Term-Time Holidays

If you arrange to take your child out of school for a family holiday during the term, please be advised that this will usually be recorded as an unauthorised absence.  Staff will not provide work for children to do during such holidays, but would request that the children continue to read and practise their literacy and numeracy skills whilst they are off school.  Please inform the school in writing of any planned holidays at your earliest convenience. 
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Playtime Snacks
Please provide the children with a healthy playtime snack to eat at interval time.  Fizzy juice and glass bottles are not allowed in school.  Children are encouraged to drink plain water in class throughout the day, so please provide a labelled water bottle for this purpose.   We would also request that children do not bring nut products into school to take account of pupils who may have nut allergies.  The children can also bring in a fruit snack for their daily ‘News-round time’.
Dismissal Time
If you are planning to meet your child, please ensure that they know which gate you will wait at.  If your child is going to be collected by an after school service, please check which gate they will be met at and ensure that the Class Teacher knows about the arrangements. If parents are able to wait along the path which runs adjacent to our playground fence, this would ease congestion at the school gate. Thank you.

School Meals
All P1- P3 children are entitled to a free school meal.  Children can buy milk at a cost of 20p.  This can be sent in on a daily or weekly basis.   Parents/Carers who are entitled to a free school meal entitlement and uniform grant, must apply for this on an annual basis.  Please contact SLC on 01698 527 435 for more information.  Free school meals will not be provided to P4-P7 unless the application has been received and verified for this school year and the school has been notified. P1-P3 pupils will receive their free school lunch, but will not receive free milk until the application has been verified by SLC and the school has been notified.   An additional information letter about Free Meals was distributed last month.  If you need any assistance with the process, please let us know.
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Fundraising Event

Our Parent Partnership are hosting a ‘Ladies Night’ on Saturday 29th September 2017 in the Halfway Bowling Club.  Tickets are only £5 – and the admission price includes food and entertainment!  Please just send ticket orders and money into school in a labelled envelope and the Parent Partnership will arrange to deliver tickets to your child via the School Office.  Alternatively, you can pay at the door.  Thank you for your support.

Halloween Disco

Our Parent Partnership are organising a Halloween Disco for all children on Wednesday 25th of October 2017.  Full details will be issued closer to the date.  Thank you to everyone who is involved in organising and supporting this event.

School Values

Our School Values underpin all of the work that we do in school.  The values were agreed on during a large consultation process with staff, parents and pupils.  Please speak to your child about these values and help him/her understand how they can be demonstrated in school, at home and within the community.  The standard of behaviour in our school is very high and we hope to maintain and build on this over the coming months and years.
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Politeness
Ambition
       Responsibility
     Kindness
A leaflet explaining our approach to promoting positive behaviour has been distributed.  
Support for Pupils
Our support staff will continue to run our Homework Club this session.    Staff will nominate children who, for a variety of reasons, would benefit from additional time or support to complete homework tasks.  

Mrs. Longmuir, Miss Watson and Mrs. Smith will work with children in the Rainbow Corner.  The aim is to provide support for specific aspects of children’s wellbeing.  

Miss Beatts will lead a Wee Worries Workshop for pupils who would benefit from additional support with a range of social and emotional issues.
Miss Sheikh will lead CUSTTAD sessions in school this year.  CUSTTAD stands for Combined Use of Sand Tray, Talk And Draw.  These sessions support children with emotional and/or behavioural issues.

Mrs Phillips and Mrs Good will lead Give Us A Break sessions, which are designed to support children who have experienced bereavement or loss.

Parents who have completed the Paired Reading training with the Home-School Partnership will give children additional opportunities to read aloud and share stories with an adult in school.  The aim is to promote confidence, fluency and enjoyment when reading.

If your child is given the opportunity to participate in any of these initiatives, we will of course let you know in advance and answer any questions that you may have.
School Activity Clubs
All park View teaching staff have agreed to take an after school club again this year, and our Active School Coordinator will also provide coaches for different sporting clubs.  Mr. McKissock will send out details in the near future and an overview of the clubs will be available on the school website.

Wet Morning Supervision
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On very wet mornings, the children are currently permitted to line up in the gym hall from 8:40am onwards and a member of the management team supervises the children for 10 minutes or so until the bell rings at 8:50am. 

Once the children enter the hall, they are not allowed to go back outside.  Parents/Carers can accompany their child to the gym hall door if they wish to do so, to check that their child goes in. 
This is just provided on a goodwill basis to avoid the children getting wet before school starts. 

Please note, however, that if a member of the management team is unavailable to supervise the pupils due to absence or other school commitments, the gym hall door will not be opened and the children should line up in the playground in the usual manner. 

 Where possible, on wet days, it is best if the children arrive at school just before 8:50am, in case there is no supervision available for the hall and the pupils are lining up outside.  We appreciate your understanding in this matter.
Find Out More

This year, every class will host a ‘Find Out More’ assembly.  Parents/carers will be invited along to school to find out about the work that their child’s class have undertaken in a specific curricular area.  Information will be sent out in advance of the assembly.  
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Harvest Assembly

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to our Harvest Assembly.  The children and staff in P4, P4/5 and P5/6 worked extremely hard in preparation for this and were delighted that so many parents/carers were able to participate!  Thank you to everyone who donated items for the Cambuslang & Rutherglen Food Bank!

Playground/ Front Door

The playground is restricted to staff and pupils in the interests of pupil safety.  The children have been told that they must not speak to adults through the fence or open the front door for any adult, even if it is someone that they know.   

The children have also been reminded that bikes and scooters should be parked in the bike shed on arrival at school in the morning.  The children are not allowed to play on them in the playground. Again, this is for safety reasons and your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
Meet the Teacher/Parents’ Evening

Thank you to everyone who came along to our ‘Meet the Teacher’ event.  The feedback was really positive and it was lovely to have such a good turn-out.  

Parents’ Evening is on Wed 1 November 2017 and appointment slips will be issued after the October Week.

Head Lice

 In order to prevent the continued spread of head lice, we strongly advise all parents to check their child’s hair frequently and to visit their local pharmacy to obtain the most appropriate advice and prevention and/or treatment products.  Many of these are free of charge. Your co-operation is greatly appreciated by all concerned.  Dawn Louden, our School Nurse, is also available to provide support in this or any other health related matter.  If you wish to make an appointment with Dawn, please just contact the School Office.
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Promoting Positive Behaviour 
On the afternoon of Friday 6th October 2017 we will host a Disco Party for P1-P3 and P4-P7.  
This will be a reward for all the children who have consistently demonstrated positive behaviour in Term 1.  
This approach was agreed upon last session by pupils, parents and staff and proved to be very successful in encouraging and celebrating positive behaviour. 
All children who have had less than 3 Behaviour Cards (Red or Yellow) will be invited to come along to the hall for this special reward.  

Thank you to parents/carers for everything that you do at home to support and encourage positive behaviour in school.

October Week Holiday

The school will close on Friday 13th October 2017 at 2:50pm and re-open at 8:50am on Monday 23rd October 2017.

Finally...
Please remember that you can contact the school and make an appointment to speak to any member of staff regarding your child, if you have concerns about any aspect of school life.  Everyone at Park View is looking forward to another happy, successful and productive year and we thank you for your continued support.  
Yours sincerely,

Mrs. M. Speirs
