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Welcome Back!
Welcome back to all of our pupils, parents and staff!  The children settled in very well on their first day and look lovely in their uniforms.  Thank you to our parents for ensuring that the children are dressed so smartly.  Please check that all items are labelled with the child’s name. 
Staffing
We are delighted to welcome several new members of staff to Park View. 
Miss. Lauren Henderson (Area Cover Teacher)
Miss. Sharon Readie (NQT Teacher)

Mrs. Suzy Caskie (School Support Assistant)

Miss. Sandra Scott (Area Cover Teacher)

Mrs. Sarah Niewczas (Supply  Teacher)

Miss. Nikki Rowan (Teacher)

We have been joined by several new pupils over the summer and our school roll is now 196!

Everyone is delighted that the school is flourishing and we hope that all of our new members will be very happy here at Park View!
Classes
As explained previously, whilst we indicated provisional classes in June, the children were aware that these were subject to change.  A list of confirmed classes is shown below. 
P1/2A 
 Mrs. Morley and Miss. Readie 
P1/2B 
Miss Beattie and Miss. Stobo  
P3 
Miss. Beatts

P3/4 
Miss. Watson and Miss. Sheikh

P5
 Mr. Law

P5/6
 Mrs. Aiton

P6/7
 Mrs. Phillips and Mr. McKissock

Miss. Rowan and Miss. Henderson will work with children across the school to support their learning in Literacy and Numeracy.

School Values

Our School Values underpin all of the work that we do in school.  Please speak to your child about these values and help him/her understand how they can be demonstrated in school, at home and within the community.  The standard of behaviour in our school is very high and we hope to maintain and build on this over the coming months and years.
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Politeness
Ambition
       Responsibility
     Kindness
A leaflet explaining our approach to promoting positive behaviour has been distributed to all families.

Parent Helpers

Our Parent Helper and Paired Reading rota will begin after the September Weekend.  It would be helpful if all parents who are PVG checked get in touch with Mrs. Brunton before the end of August to let her know the days and times which are most suitable.  Thank you.
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Car Parking/ Road Safety 

In the interests of pupil safety, the car park will be closed at entry and dismissal times.  We would also ask that Parents/Carers park safely in the surrounding streets and adhere to the advised 20 mph speed restriction.  Thank you.
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Parents/Carers are invited to come along to a ‘Meet The Teacher’ session between 5pm and 6pm on Wednesday 29th August. This will give you an informal opportunity to see your child’s class and get to know the Class Teachers.  Staff will deliver a short presentation at 5pm and again at 5:30pm. 
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School Calendar
Information regarding the school calendar will be included on monthly HT Updates and reminders posted on Twitter.
Pupil Absence

If your child is going to be absent, please contact the school before 9am.  We have a designated answering machine for this purpose.  Unexpected absences will be followed up by school staff, in line with SLC policy.  Parents who have to take their child out of school during the day for an appointment, should send in a note in advance and collect their child from the School Office.  

Improving attendance is a focus for our Improvement Plan this session.  Mr. McKissock will be responsible for closely monitoring pupils’ timekeeping and attendance and he is keen to work with families and children to ensure that our attendance and punctuality rates increase.  More information on this initiative will follow shortly.

Term-Time Holidays

If you arrange to take your child out of school for a family holiday during the term, please be advised that this will usually be recorded as an unauthorised absence.  Staff will not provide work for children to do during such holidays, but would request that the children continue to read and practise their literacy and numeracy skills whilst they are off school.  Please inform the school in writing of any planned holidays at your earliest convenience. 
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Pupil Information
At this time of year, it is very important that we collect up to date information about our pupils, including accurate contact and medical information.  Next week the children will bring home an administration pack which should be completed and returned by 24th August 2018.   During the year, if any details change, please let Mrs. Brunton know in order that the records can be kept up to date.  Thank you.

Head Lice

 In order to prevent the continued spread of head lice, we strongly advise all parents to check their child’s hair frequently and to visit their local pharmacy to obtain the most appropriate advice and prevention and/or treatment products.  Many of these are free of charge. Your co-operation is greatly appreciated by all concerned.  Dawn Louden, our School Nurse, is also available to provide support in this or any other health related matter.  If you wish to make an appointment with Dawn, please just contact the School Office.
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Snacks
Please provide the children with a healthy playtime snack to eat at interval time.  Fizzy juice and glass bottles are not allowed in school.   Children are encouraged to drink plain water in class throughout the day, so please provide a labelled water bottle for this purpose.  We would also request that children do not bring nut products into school to take account of pupils who may have nut allergies.
All classes watch Newsround at 10:45am each day and the children are encouraged to use this time to have an additional healthy fruit snack.

Playground/ Front Door
P1 Parents will line up with the children during their first full week, but after that will be asked to remain outside the playground with other Parents/Carers. 
The playground is restricted to staff and pupils in the interests of pupil safety.  The children have also been told that they must not speak to adults through the fence or open the front door for any adult, even if it is someone that they know.  Again, this is for safety reasons and your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  
The children have also been reminded that bikes and scooters should be parked in the bike shed on arrival at school in the morning.  The children are not allowed to play on them in the playground.   The trim trail should not be used out with school hours.  These rules are in place to help ensure pupil safety appreciated.
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Wet Morning Supervision

On very wet mornings, the children are currently permitted to line up in the gym hall from 8:40am onwards and a member of the management team supervises the children for 10 minutes or so until the bell rings at 8:50am.  This is just provided on a goodwill basis to avoid the children getting wet before school starts. 
Once the children enter the hall, they are not allowed to go back outside.  Parents/Carers can accompany their child to the gym hall door if they wish to do so, to check that their child goes in. 
Please note, however, that if a member of the management team is unavailable to supervise the pupils due to absence or other school commitments, the gym hall door will not be opened and the children should line up in the playground in the usual manner. 

 Where possible, on wet days, it is best if the children arrive at school just before 8:50am, in case there is no supervision available for the hall and the pupils are lining up outside.  We appreciate your understanding in this matter.
Dismissal Time
P1 children will be taken to the ‘Bike Gate’ at home time and staff will ensure that each child is collected.  P1s will be dismissed at 2:30pm for the first week.  If you wish to collect siblings at that time, please let us know in advance.  Thank you.  After that, the staff will bring the children out to the gate just before the normal dismissal bell at 2:50pm.
All other children can leave via the ‘Bike Gate’, the ‘Muga Gate’  the ‘Car Park Gate’ or the ‘Front Gate’.  The children have been told to report back to the School Office if no-one is there to collect them (unless they have prior permission to walk home unaccompanied).  
If you are planning to meet your child, please ensure that they know which gate you will wait at.  If your child is going to be collected by an after school service, please check which gate they will be met at and ensure that the Class Teacher knows about the arrangements. Thank you.
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Support for Pupils
We have a range of interventions and supports that we use to help children with a variety of issues.  Over the years, these have continued to develop and expand.  Below is a list of some of the work that is going on in the school.

· Our support staff will continue to run our Homework Club this session.    Staff will nominate children who, for a variety of reasons, would benefit from additional time or support to complete homework tasks.  
· Miss Watson and Mrs. Smith will work with children in the Rainbow Corner.  The aim is to provide support for specific aspects of children’s wellbeing.  

· Miss Beatts and Miss Beattie will lead Wee Worries Workshops for pupils who would benefit from additional support with a range of social and emotional issues.
· Miss Sheikh will lead CUSTTAD sessions in school this year.  CUSTTAD stands for Combined Use of Sand Tray, Talk And Draw.  These sessions support children with emotional and/or behavioural issues.

· Mrs Phillips and Mrs Good will lead Give Us A Break sessions, which are designed to support children who have experienced bereavement or loss.

· Miss Stobo will lead a ‘Getting On’ group which will help children to manage conflicts and resolve relationship issues with peers.

· Parents who have completed the Paired Reading training with the Home-School Partnership will give children additional opportunities to read aloud and share stories with an adult in school.  The aim is to promote confidence, fluency and enjoyment when reading.

· Nominated pupils will take part in our ‘PAT Phonics’ programme or ‘Catch Up Literacy’ sessions.  Mrs. McConnell will host information sessions early in the term in order to help parents/carers understand the specific strategies and resources that are being used to support their child’s progress in reading.
If your child is given the opportunity to participate in any of these initiatives, we will of course let you know in advance and answer any questions that you may have.
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 Activity Clubs

All Park View teaching staff have agreed to take an after school club again this year, and our Active School Coordinator will also provide coaches for different sporting clubs.  Mr. McKissock will send out details in the near future and an overview of the clubs will be available on the school website.
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School Lunches
All P1-3 children continue to receive free school meals.  Please remember that P4- P7 school lunches cost £1.65 (unless the pupil is entitled to a free school meal.)  The menu is available on our website.
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Twitter

Our school Twitter account is continuing to grow in popularity and 555 people now follow us.  We use this platform to share pupil achievements and promote the work of the school.  We also use Twitter to pass on information or updates to parents/carers.  

If you have questions about the school or wish to pass on/request information about your child, please do not use Twitter for this purpose.  Instead, please send in a note or call/ email the school office.
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Improvement Plan
Thank you to the parents, carers, pupils and staff who participated in our survey in June 2018 which helped us to identify our priorities for improvement for Session 2018/19.  We have agreed to work on the following areas.  


· Literacy -  Writing and Spelling

· Numeracy – Addition and Subtraction

· Health & Wellbeing – Conflict Resolution 
· Skills for Work –Punctuality and Attendance.


Finally...
Please remember that you can contact the school and make an appointment to speak to any member of staff regarding your child, if you have concerns about any aspect of school life.  Everyone at Park View is looking forward to another happy, successful and productive year and we thank you for your continued support.  
Yours sincerely,

Mrs. M. Speirs
Park View Primary School

Diary Dates for August and September 2018
· Week beginning 20th August 2018 

Right On Time Week

· Fortnight beginning 27th August 2018 
ASN Reviews 
· Wed 29th August 2018



Meet The Teacher 5pm – 6pm

· Thursday 6th September 2018


Parent Partnership Meeting 7pm

· Thursday 20th September 2018


Harvest Celebration 11am  

· Week beginning 17th September 2018
Right On Time Week

· Fri 1st and Mon 24th September 2018

September Weekend Holiday

