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                         Head Teacher Update   September 2018
 www.parkview-pri.s-lanark.sch.uk                 @ParkViewUpdate    
 Tel: 0141 641 1677                  office@parkview-pri.s-lanark.sch.uk
School Values

Our School Values underpin all of the work that we do in school.  Please speak to your child about these values and help him/her understand how they can be demonstrated in school, at home and within the community.  The standard of behaviour in our school is very high and we hope to maintain and build on this over the coming months and years.
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Politeness
Ambition
       Responsibility
     Kindness
A leaflet explaining our approach to promoting positive behaviour has been distributed to all families.

Parent Helpers

Our Parent Helper and Paired Reading rota will begin after the September Weekend.  It would be helpful if all parents who are PVG checked get in touch with Mrs. Brunton to let her know the days and times which are most suitable.  Thank you.
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Car Parking/ Road Safety 

In the interests of pupil safety, the car park will be closed at entry and dismissal times.  We would also ask that Parents/Carers park safely in the surrounding streets and adhere to the advised 20 mph speed restriction.  Thank you.
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Harvest Celebration

This will take place at 11am on Thursday 20th of September 2018.  All classes will perform a short song or poem and the celebration will be led by Alison from our Chaplaincy Team.  Parents/Carers are all invited to join us for this celebration.We are collecting tins and packets of food for the Cambuslang and Rutherglen Foodbank. 

Pupil Absence

If your child is going to be absent, please contact the school office before 9am.  We have a designated answering machine for this purpose.  Unexpected absences will be followed up by school staff, in line with SLC policy.  Parents who have to take their child out of school during the day for an appointment, should send in a note in advance and collect their child from the School Office.  

Improving attendance is a focus for our Improvement Plan this session.  Mr. McKissock will be responsible for closely monitoring pupils’ timekeeping and attendance and he is keen to work with families and children to ensure that our attendance and punctuality rates increase.  
Term-Time Holidays

[image: image9.png]


If you arrange to take your child out of school for a family holiday during the term, please be advised that this will usually be recorded as an unauthorised absence.  Staff will not provide work for children to do during such holidays, but would request that the children continue to read and practise their literacy and numeracy skills whilst they are off school.  Please inform the school in writing of any planned holidays at your earliest convenience.  Thank you.
Snacks
Please provide the children with a healthy playtime snack to eat at interval time.  Fizzy juice and glass bottles are not allowed in school.   Children are encouraged to drink plain water in class throughout the day, so please provide a labelled water bottle for this purpose.  We would also request that children do not bring nut products into school to take account of pupils who may have nut allergies.
All classes watch Newsround at 10:45am each day and the children are encouraged to use this time to have an additional healthy fruit snack.


Religious Observance
Throughout the year, we come together as a school community and have assemblies or services which are based on Christian values, celebrations and stories.  These include Harvest, Christmas, Easter and our ‘Time for Reflection’ assemblies.  Our Chaplaincy Team (Ross Murray and Alison Kennedy) help staff to plan and lead these events.

The Scottish Government considers that religious observance complements religious education and is an important contribution to pupils’ development.  It should also have a role in promoting the ethos of a school by bringing pupils together and creating a sense of community.  There is a statutory provision for parents to withdraw children from participation in religious observance.   If you do not wish your child to attend or participate, please inform the school in writing. 

Head Lice

 In order to prevent the continued spread of head lice, we strongly advise all parents to check their child’s hair frequently and to visit their local pharmacy to obtain the most appropriate advice and prevention and/or treatment products.  Many of these are free of charge. Your co-operation is greatly appreciated by all concerned.  Dawn Louden, our School Nurse, is also available to provide support in this or any other health related matter.  If you wish to make an appointment with Dawn, please just contact the School Office.
Wet Morning Supervision
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On very wet mornings, the children are currently permitted to line up in the gym hall from 8:40am onwards and a member of the management team supervises the children for 10 minutes or so until the bell rings at 8:50am.  This is just provided on a goodwill basis to avoid the children getting wet before school starts. 
Once the children enter the hall, they are not allowed to go back outside.  Parents/Carers can accompany their child to the gym hall door if they wish to do so, to check that their child goes in. 
Please note, however, that if a member of the management team is unavailable to supervise the pupils due to absence or other school commitments, the gym hall door will not be opened and the children should line up in the playground in the usual manner. 

 Where possible, on wet days, it is best if the children arrive at school just before 8:50am, in case there is no supervision available for the hall and the pupils are lining up outside.  We appreciate your understanding in this matter.
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Bring and Buy Sale
Mrs Phillips, the Fundraising Group and P6/7 are organising a Bring and Buy Sale for the children on Wednesday 26th of September 2018.  All items and activities will cost between 50p and £2.  Proceeds will go towards the School Fund.  Donations are greatly appreciated.
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School Calendar

Information regarding the school calendar will be included on monthly HT Updates and reminders posted on Twitter.
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 Activity Clubs

All Park View teaching staff have agreed to take an after school club again this year, and our Active School Coordinator will also provide coaches for different sporting clubs.  Mr. McKissock will send out details in the near future and an overview of the clubs will be available on the school website.
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School Lunches
All P1-3 children continue to receive free school meals.  Please remember that P4- P7 school lunches cost £1.65 (unless the pupil is entitled to a free school meal.)  The menu is available on our website.
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Twitter

Our school Twitter account is continuing to grow in popularity and 580 people now follow us.  We use this platform to share pupil achievements and promote the work of the school.  We also use Twitter to pass on information or updates to parents/carers.  

If you have questions about the school or wish to pass on/request information about your child, please do not use Twitter for this purpose.  Instead, please send in a note or call/ email the school office.

Finally...
Please remember that you can contact the school and make an appointment to speak to any member of staff regarding your child, if you have concerns about any aspect of school life.  Everyone at Park View is looking forward to another happy, successful and productive year and we thank you for your continued support.  
Yours sincerely,

Mrs. M. Speirs
Park View Primary School

Diary Dates for September / October 2018
· Thursday 20th September 2018


Scottish Learning Festival

· Thursday 20th September 2018


Harvest Celebration 11am 
· Week beginning 17th September 2018
Right On Time Week

· Fri 21st and Mon 24th September 2018

September Weekend Holiday

· Wednesday 26th September 2018

Pupil Bring & Buy Sale

· Thursday 4th October 2018 


Parent Partnership meeting 7pm

· Week beginning 15th October 2018

October Week Holiday

